Khalifa Abu Bakr - Abu Bakr in History
Role of Abu Bakr
Abu Bakr's place in history. Abu Bakr became the Caliph on the 8th of June 632 C.E. and he died on 23rd
August 634 C.E. The period of his caliphate covers two years, two months and fifteen days only. Judged
by the usual standards this period was too short to make an impact on history. Surprisingly enough,
however, the caliphate of Abu Bakr did not merely make an impact on history; it changed the very course
of history. The suppression of apostasy, the unification of Arabia, and the conquests of greater parts of
Iraq and Syria within the space of two years are the extraordinary marvels of history. The speed, the
magnitude, the extent and the permanence of these campaigns excite our wonder and evoke our
admiration. For these achievements, Abu Bakr holds a unique position in the history of the world in general
and the history of Islam in particular.
Dynamics of the leadership of Abu Bakr. Abu Bakr came to power in the midst of a crisis-loaded situation.
The crises which he was called upon to encounter were multi-dimensional in character, being
psychological, religious, political and international. Islam stood at the brink of a precipice, and any wrong
step on the part of Abu Bakr at that stage would have led to the disintegration of Islam. That he not only
averted the process of disintegration, but made Islam a world force which could successfully contend
against the giant empires of Byzantium and Persia speaks for the dynamics of his leadership.
Historic role of Abu Bakr. The historic role of Abu Bakr comprehends the following achievements: His
supporting role of Islam, His suppression of apostasy and unification of Arabia; and His confrontation with
the giant empires of Byzantium and Persia and conquests of parts of great Iraq and Syria.
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