Khalifa Ali bin Abu Talib - The Battle of Uhud
The Duel
As usual the battle began with a duel. Talha bin Abi Talha the standard bearer of the Quraish stepped
forward, and challenged the Muslims to a single combat. Ali the standard bearer of the Muslims stepped
forward to accept the challenge. Talha b Abi Talha was an expert swordsman among the Quraish, and it
was the common belief that no body could beat him. As Talha stepped forward he boasted of his prowess.
Talha was the first to attack Ali. Ali warded off the attack on his shield. Talha was wearing a coat of arms.
Ali aimed his blows at the legs of Talha. The legs were severed and Talha fell dead. Then another brother
of Talha, Abu Shaiba stepped forward to seek a duel with a Muslim warrior. He was done to death by
Hamza. Thereafter the third brother, Said b Abi Talha rushed waving his sword and seeking vengeance for
his two brothers. He was killed by Saad b Abi Waqas. The murder of the three brothers one after the other
made the Quraish furious. Their flag was next held by Irtas b Sharjeel a formidable man. He challenged
the Muslims saying that he who coveted death should step forward to measure swords with him. Ali met
the challenge, and killed Irtas. Thereupon Asama b Zaid dashed at Ali, with a view to striking a blow at
him, before he could adjust himself after killing Irtas. Ali moved his sword right and left and struck a mortal
blow on his assailant who reeled and fell down dead. After the death of six warriors from among the
Quraish one after the other, no other warrior of the Quraish could dare challenge a duel with the Muslims.
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