Khalifa Ali bin Abu Talib - Ward of the Holy Prophet
Ali and the Kaaba
Ali knew that he was born in the Kaaba. He had, therefore, a fond attachment for the Kaaba. Some time in
605 C.E. the Quraish reconstructed the Kaaba. A dispute arose about the placing of the Holy Stone as
each section of the Quraish wanted to have this honor for itself. It was ultimately decided that on the
appointed day whosoever was the first to enter the Kaaba should decide as to how the dispute was to be
resolved. On the appointed day the Holy Prophet was the first to enter the Kaaba. He decided that the
Holy Stone should be placed in a mantle, and this mantle should be upheld by a representative of each
section of the Quraish. The stone was carried in this way to the place where it was to be fixed in the wall.
There the Holy Prophet lifted the stone from the mantle and fixed it at the appropriate place in the wall.
Young Ali was present in the Kaaba on this occasion and he watched the proceedings with great interest.
Ali felt a sense of pride at the association of his family with the Kaaba. He himself was born in the Kaaba,
and his guardian had presided at the ceremony of laying down the Holy Stone. The Kaaba was verily the
House of God, but he wondered why it was studded with over three hundred and sixty idols made of stone.
The people worshipped these idols and slaughtered animals at their altar. He young Ali wondered why
these deaf and dumb idols were worshipped and propitiated when they were not capable of conferring any
benefit or inflicting any wrong on the people.
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