Khalifa Ali bin Abu Talib - Ward of the Holy Prophet
Ali and the Holy Prophet
At this impressionable period of his life, the young Ali was most impressed with the personality and
character of the Holy Prophet. The Holy Prophet was the paragon of virtues, and the personification of
human perfection. The Holy Prophet, Abu Bakr, and some other friends often met at the house of the Holy
Prophet. The young Ali listened attentively to such talks. From these talks the young Ali gathered that the
Holy Prophet was in quest of a new order of things. Ali resolved in his young mind that in any adventure in
the discovery of a new order of things, he would stand by the side of Muhammad (peace be on him). He
came to know from Abu Talib how a Christian monk in Syria had prophesied many years ago that
Muhammad (peace be upon him) was destined to be a prophet of God. He heard from Khadija that her
dream signified that great destiny awaited Muhammad (peace be upon him),and that he was to be a great
leader of men and the savior of humanity. The young Ali anxiously longed to see that day when such
dreams would be realized. He moved by a strong determination that as and when Muhammad (peace be
upon him) was lifted to the status of prophethood he, as the ward of the Holy Prophet, Ali regarded the
Holy Prophet not merely as a brother or a guardian, but as his guide and preceptor. Availing of the
company of the Holy Prophet, the young Ali took pains to acquire most of the attributes, which were the
distinguishing features of the character of the Holy Prophet. It was a result of this training received
because of close association with the Holy Prophet that Ali in due course grew to be the alter ego of the
Holy Prophet.
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