Khalifa Ali bin Abu Talib - Peace Parleys
Vengeance for the blood of Othman
With regard to the issue about the vengeance for the blood of Othman, Qa'aqa posed the question,
"Mother, tell me, keeping God in view, whether you accuse Ali for the murder of Othman as a criminal or
as an accomplice?" Ayesha said that she did not accuse Ali for involvement in the assassination of
Othman; her grievance was that as Caliph, Ali had not taken any action to apprehend the murderers of
Othman. Qa'aqa then asked whether such murder was the act of one man, or was it the act of a mob.
Ayesha said that obviously it was the act of a mob. Qa'aqa next asked the question, "Have things settled
down after the murder of Othman". Ayesha said that the things were still very much in a state of disarray.
Qa'aqa thereupon said, "If things are still unsettled, how could Ali take action against the people who were
still in control of the situation, and from whom another coup could be expected?" To this question, Ayesha,
Talha or Zubair had no satisfactory answer.
Qa'aqa then posed another question, "Do you know that by rebelling against the authority of Ali you have
done great harm to the cause for the vengeance of the blood of Othman?" "How was that?" asked Ayesha.
Qa'aqa said, "By rebelling against the authority of Ali, you have forced Ali to deal with you instead of
dealing with the murderers of Othman. In this crisis, Ali had naturally to seek allies, and when you have
forsaken Ali those who had rebelled against Othman have come to the aid of Ali in large numbers,
because they feel that the troubles of Ali are because of them. Things have thus moved in a vicious circle,
and by rebelling against Ali you have thrown him in the lap of the persons from whom you seek
vengeance. By your action you have strengthened the murderers of Othman, and weakened the Muslims."
That set Ayesha thinking, and she could not know how the argument advanced by Qa'aqa could be met.
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