Khalifa Ali bin Abu Talib - Year Of Sorrow
Bequest of Abu Talib
Before his death, Abu Talib recorded a bequest, and had it hung in the Kaaba According to "Rauza-tu'sSafa", this bequest reads as follows: "O thou people of Quraish! Thou art the chosen race of God, and the
best in the world. In my dying behest I will ask you to be kind and well disposed towards Muhammad
because he is a trustee from among the Quraish, and most truthful from amongst the whole population of
Arabia. He has in his person all those things, which compel me to leave a will in his favor. He has tidings
to reveal which your heart accepts although for fear your lips do not respond to confirm the call of your
heart. I find that the half-barbarians of the Arabian desert, in contrast to you, respond to the call and obey
his orders and verily these are the people who will be exalted in this world and the hereafter. Mark me
when I say that your chiefs will be dishonored, and stiff necked though they now are, they will soon be
humbled. I see the entire country has sincerity and enthusiasm for his message, and the people have
widened their hearts to receive that love. In short they are willing to follow and obey him. O thou Quraish! It
is high time that you should befriend him, support him and follow him in the path that he treads. I swear by
God that only those who desist to follow him who are not destined to reform, and only those will follow in
his footsteps who are destined to be great, pious and noble. If there is some respite or delay in my death,
and I survive a few more days I will support his cause. As far as it lies within my power I will protect him
from the evils of the enemy." This bequest was written by Ali and was dictated by Abu Talib.
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