Khalifa Ali bin Abu Talib - Year Of Sorrow
Death of Khadija
A few days after the death of Abu Talib, Khadija also passed away. The deaths of Abu Talib and Khadija
marked the end of an epoch. Abu Talib had been more than a father to the Holy Prophet. In spite of the
strong pressure of the Quraish, he had protected the Holy Prophet to the last, and had left a bequest in his
favor. Abu Talib was of course the father of Ali, and although Ali lived with the Holy Prophet, he was not
denied the paternal love of Abu Talib.
Khadija had been for the Holy Prophet more than wife. She placed all her wealth which was considerable
at his disposal. She gave him love. She was the mother of his children. She supported him through thick
and thin. She was indeed the first person to be converted to Islam. To Ali she had been more than a
mother.
The passing away of Abu Talib and Khadija created a great vacuum in the life of the Holy Prophet. He felt
very lonely and disconsolate. His grief was so intense that the Muslims called the year "619 C. EL," the
year of the deaths of Abu Talib and Khadija as the "Year of Sorrow. "
Ali shared this grief with the Holy Prophet. In heart-rending verses he mourned the deaths of Abu Talib
and Khadija. He said: both my eyes weep, weep for that chief of the Bateha valley whose name was Abu
Talib; and weep for that flower of womanhood whose name was Khadija. The woman first to accept Islam
and first to pray. Both Abu Talib and Khadija were pure souls. Their passing away has created a great
void. At the pain of their separation I spend the whole night in weeping. They helped the Holy Prophet.
They were a source of strength to Islam. After them the world has been plunged into darkness. From God
they came and to God they have returned; may their souls rest in peace.
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