Khalifa Ali bin Abu Talib - Ali's loss Egypt
Helplessness of Ali
When Ali came to know of the end of Muhammad b Abu Bakr and the fall of Egypt, his grief knew no
bounds. In a latter addressed to his cousin Abdullah b Abbas, Ali mourned the death of Muhammad b Abu
Bakr in heart rending terms. The loss of Egypt was a grievous blow to the prestige of Ali. Addressing the
people from the pulpit in the main mosque of Kufa Ali said: "O ye people! In the hour of need you have
forsaken me. Falsehood has overcome the truth, and also no one is forthcoming to take up cudgels on
behalf of the truth. I have lost Egypt. I have lost a loyal son. Who will avenge his death? Is no spark of faith
left in you to fight for cause? What has happened to your oath of allegiance to me when you are not
listening to me? Why have you become so deaf and dumb?" Day after day, Ali ascended the pulpit, and
poured out quotations from the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet, enjoining upon the
Muslims their obligation to undertake Jihad. These harangues and exhortations had no effect on the
people. Somehow they felt that the star of Ali was waning, and they were in no mood to worship the sun
that was about to set. The state of the helplessness of Ali is described by Dr. Ata Mohyuddin in the
following words in his book Ali the Superman: "Ali now lost heart completely, despair overwhelmed him,
crippling his energies and paralyzing all initiative. He completely lost faith in human nature, and withdrew
to a life of retirement. He no longer had any control over the army or over the people and presented the
spectacle of a beaten man."
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