Ibrahim (Abraham) - The Idolaters Try to Burn Abraham
Anger was burning in their hearts. They decided to throw Abraham into the biggest fire they could build. All
the citizens were ordered to gather wood as a service to their gods. Ignorant, sick women vowed that if
they were cured they would donate so much wood to burn Abraham. For several days they collected fuel.
They dug a deep pit, filled it with firewood and ignited it. They brought a catapult with which to cast
Abraham into the fire. Abraham was put on the catapult, his hands and feet tied. The fire was ready with
its flames reaching the sky. The people stood away from the pit because of the great heat. Then the chief
priest gave his order to cast Abraham into the fire.
The angel Gabriel came near Abraham's head and asked him: "0 Abraham, do you wish for anything?"
Abraham replied: "Nothing from you."
The catapult was shot, and Abraham was cast into the fire, but his descent into the blaze was as a
descent on steps in a cool garden. The flames were still there, but they did not burn, for Allah the Almighty
had issued His command: "0 fire! Be you coolness and safety for Abraham." Surah 21: 69
The fire submitted to the will of Allah, becoming cool and safe for Abraham. It only burned his bonds, and
he sat in the midst of the fire as if he were sitting in a garden. He glorified and praised Allah the Almighty,
with a heart that contained only his love for Allah. There was not any vacant space therein for fear, awe, or
worry. It was filled with love only.
Fear and awe were dead, and the fire was turned into coolness, making the air pleasant. Those who love
Allah as Abraham did do not fear.
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