Shammil (Samuel) - Saul is Appointed King
Saul was tall and sturdy, pious, and very intelligent. He lived and worked with his father on their farm. One
day, several of their donkeys were lost. Accompanied by his servant, Saul went in search of them. They
traveled for many days and were very tired. Saul said to his servant: "Let us rather go back, for I am sure
that my father will be worried by now, and the other animals must also be cared for." His servant
suggested that as they were already in the land of Samuel the prophet, they should go to him to inquire
about the lost donkeys.
Saul agreed, and they carried on. On their way, they asked directions from some maidens carrying water.
They were told to go in the direction of the mountain. Here, a vast crowd was waiting for the Prophet
Samuel. When Saul set eyes on him, he instantly recognized him as a prophet by his holy mien. Samuel
also recognized Saul as the king that Allah had chosen for them. Saul greeted the prophet respectfully.
When he asked about his missing donkeys, Samuel told him not to worry, his donkeys were already on
their way to his father's farm.
He then told Saul that Allah had chosen him as the king of the children of Israel. His duty would be to take
charge of their affairs, to unite them under one banner, and to protect them from their enemies. If he
carried out Allah's commands, he would be given victory. Saul was surprised by this sudden honor offered
to him. It was also a heavy responsibility. He protested to the prophet that he was of the Children of
Benjamin, the least famous of the tribes of Jacob; he did not know anything of leadership or kingship and
had no wealth. Samuel told him that it was the will of Allah that he should be the king, that he should thank
Allah for His favor and be strong in faith.
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