Ismail (Ishmael) - Mecca is Settled - Told by Prophet Muhammad
The Prophet continued: 'Then she drank (water) and suckled her child. The angel said to her: 'Don't be
afraid of being neglected, for this is the House of Allah which will be built by this boy and his father, and
Allah never neglects His people.' The House (i.e. Kaba) at that time was on a high place resembling a
hillock, and when torrents came, they flowed to its right and left.
"She lived in that way till some people from the tribe of Jurhum or a family from Jurhum passed by her and
her child, as they (i.e. the Jurhum people) were coming through the way of Kada'. They landed in the lower
part of Mecca where they saw a bird that had the habit of flying around water and not leaving it. They said:
'This bird must be flying around water, though we know that there is no water in this valley.' They sent one
or two messengers who discovered the source of water and returned to inform them of the water. So, they
all came (towards the water). Ishmael's mother was sitting near the water. They asked her: 'Do you allow
us to stay with you?' She replied: 'Yes, but you will have no right to possess the water.' They agreed to
that. Ishmael's mother was pleased with the whole situation, as she used to love to enjoy the company of
the people. So, they settled there, and later on they sent for their families, who came and settled with them
so that some families became permanent residents there. The child (i.e. Ishmael) grew up and learned
Arabic from them and (his virtues) caused them to love and admire him as he grew up, and when he
reached the age of puberty they made him marry a woman from amongst them."
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