Surah 40. Al-Mu'min
Asad: side by side with God?" They will answer: "They have forsaken us - or, rather, what we were wont to
invoke aforetime did not exist at all!"54 [And they will be told:] "It is thus that God lets the deniers of the
truth go astray: 55
Malik: besides Allah?" They will answer: "They have forsaken us, now we have come to know that those to
whom we used to invoke, were in fact nothing." Thus Allah confounds the disbelievers.
Pickthall: Beside Allah? They say: They have failed us: but we used not to pray to anything before. Thus
doth Allah send astray the disbelievers (in His guidance).
Yusuf Ali: "In derogation of Allah?" They will reply: "They have left us in the lurch: nay we invoked not of
old anything (that had real existence)." Thus does Allah leave the Unbelievers to stray. 4450
Khattab:
with Allah?” They will cry, “They have ?all? failed us. In fact, we did not invoke anything ?real? before.”
This is how Allah leaves the disbelievers to stray.

Author Comments

54 - Lit., "we have not been invoking aforetime any [real] thing": thus realizing, belatedly, the intrinsic
nothingness of all those imaginary powers and values - including the belief in man's alleged selfsufficiency and greatness - to which they paid homage in life.

55 - I.e., by allowing them to pursue illusions and foolish fancies in consequence of their unwillingness to
acknowledge the self-evident truth of God's existence and uniqueness and of man's utter dependence on
Him. For a discussion of the problem of God's "letting" a sinner go astray, see note [4] on 14:4.

4450 - All falsehoods will vanish: Cf. vii. 36. The only Reality will be fully manifest even to those to whom
Evil was made to seem alluring in the lower life. They will feel in their inmost souls that they had been
pursuing mere shadows, things of no real existence. This was the result of their rejecting the Light and the
Grace of Allah: they got entangled in the mazes of error.
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